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Summary of the study

The challenges of fanaticism and its cultural backgrounds in
the Kuwaiti society

Views of asample of students at the University of Kuwait
Prof. Ali Asad Watfah

Dr. Saad Reghian Al-Sherayee

Abstract

This study represents a scientific attempt to reveal aspects of tribal and
sectarian fanaticism and the extent of its prevalence at the Kuwaiti society
from the point of view of Kuwait University students.

The study was conducted during the academic year 2010- 2011 on a
sample of 1194 students at the University, taking into account a correct
representation of both sex, university faculties, scientific departments and
the different years of college.

The study aims at identifying students” views regarding to the extent of
presence of tribal and sectarian fanaticism in the society, as well disclosing
the cultural backgrounds of this phenomenon and the role of the state at
facing it, using a descriptive and analytical research method to study the
issue in question.

The results of this survey study show a large presence of fanaticism in
its various sectarian, tribal and religious manifestations. Furthermore, it
shows that intellectuals and clergy play a major role in reviving the flame of
fanaticism in the Kuwaiti society. While is also reveals that students consider
that the state must meet the challenges of fanaticism and eliminate it.

In addition, the study shows that members of study sample tend to reject
fanaticism in all its forms, and also reflects their wishes to eradicate this
phenomenon from social life. As well as it shows a significant impact of
year of college and specialty variables in students’ attitude of the presence
of this phenomenon and its proliferation in the Kuwaiti society.

Finally, the study comes out with several recommendations and
proposals regarding the construction of strategies and plans to address
this phenomenon and to eradicate it from Kuwaiti society.
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