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An Ideological Reading in the Class Function
of the Hidden Curriculum

Prof, Ali A. Watfa

University of Kuwait

Abstract

This research represents a study of the ideological and class dimensions of
the silent educational messages in the educational institutions and schools. Tt
deals with the hidden curriculum in schools; in its different dimensions and varied
manifestations, according to a critical methodology that holds in itself the
capacity to transcend the traditional perceptions of this socio-educational
phenomenon.

The study sets off from the problematic ambiguity in the presented
perceptions of the hidden curriculum; and from the absence of the ideological and
political dimensions in the analysis of its functions, its implications and activities
in the school life. And for this purpose, in this direction, the study adopted a
critical method to separate between the hidden curriculum and the existing
educational curriculum, according to the active and governing ideological and
class indicators of the activities of this curriculum in the area of the social and
educational institutions.

The study unveils the class and ideological practices of this hidden
curriculum; and shows the seriousness of the exclusionary role of this curriculum
in the interpretation of the social disparity into a disparity in science, knowledge
and education, among school children according to their social class.

The study points out the importance of the ideological practice of the hidden
curriculum in the justification of excluding practices of children who descended
from poor social levels. It shows, as well, the silent educational practices that are
adopted by the educational institutions to consolidate the values of the prevailing
class, strengthen its ideology and to insure its hegemony.
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