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Traditional and Modern Trends: A Study
of the Contents of Superstitious Thinking
in a Sample of Kuwaiti Society

Dr. Ali A. Watfa
College of Education, Kuwait University

Abstract

This study deals with the superstitious thinking phenomenon and its
various dimensions in modern Kuwaiti society. The study was carried out
in the year 2001 on a sample of one thousand and three (1003) participants
from Kuwaiti cultivated individuals. The sample included university
students, civil servants, and teachers: 39% were males and 61% females.

Results indicate that a great portion of the sample believe in
superstition and magic, and that superstitious thinking varies according to
different indices. Belief in envy comes at the top of superstitious beliefs.
Fear from deserted places rank second, followed by belief in magic, and
finally the recall of spirits and future reading.

Statistical analysis of the data show significant differences between
sexes. Females display more superstitious thinking than males. Partici-
pants from outer governorates believe in superstitious thinking more than
subjects from inner governorates, especially in Hawally and Kuwait City.
Recommendation are cited after dicsussions.
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